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The regular meeting of the Kirklin Town Council was held on Monday, June 10, 2019 at 7:00p.m. at Kirklin Town 

Hall. 

Town Council Members present were: Jennifer Bowman, Jerry Faucett, Melinda Jobe, Walt Minnick and Brent 

Stetler. 

Also present were: Jay Moore, Darren Wells, Patricia Quick, Billy Walker, Joe Leonard, Grant Shortridge, Mike 

Thompson, Connie Dennis, Curt Whitcomb, Laurenda Whitcomb, Tom Whitcomb, Liz Stitzel, Michael Wallace, 

Anitra McKinney,  & Tara Walker. 

The meeting was opened by Walt Minnick with the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer. 

MINUTES – The Minutes for meetings held on May 13 & 20, 2019 were approved as written. 

SECOND CIRCLE ACQUISITIONS, LLC REZONING REQUEST (DOLLAR GENERAL) – The proposed site plan drawing 

was passed around for each Council member to review. The request has been made to the Council to approve 

rezoning of lots at the location of the proposed Dollar General Store on US 421, between Stowers St. and Ross St. 

Walt Minnick reported that the Area Planning Commission gave a favorable recommendation to the request. Walt 

Minnick made a motion to approve the rezoning of the four lots between Stowers St. and Ross St. and to adopt 

Ordinance No. 2019-6-3 Amending the Unified Development Ordinance of Clinton County, Indiana and the Town of 

Kirklin. The northern half (2 lots) would be re-zoned from B4 General Business Use to B3 Roadside Business. The 

remaining 2 lots on the south side would be re-zoned from R3 Medium Density Residential to B3 Roadside Business. 

After a short discussion, Walt Minnick made an amended motion to approve the rezoning of the four lots between 

Stowers St. and Ross St. so that all four lots are zoned B3, and to adopt Ordinance No. 2019-6-3 Amending the 

Unified Development Ordinance of Clinton County, Indiana and the Town of Kirklin, provided that it is in accordance 

to the site plan developed. Jerry Faucett supported the motion and it carried with the following vote: Walt Minnick, 

yes; Jerry Faucett, yes; Brent Stetler, yes; Melinda Jobe, yes; Jennifer Bowman, opposed. Joe Leonard stated that 

there will be sidewalks on 3 sides of the lots and additional landscaping to present a nice product. Liz Stitzel asked 

about the sidewalk on Ross St. that appears to come to the street but on Stowers St. it appears to turn. Grant 

Shortridge responded that it was what INDOT told them they had to do. He said they used to have stubs going 

across the highway, too, but was told by INDOT that every stub that does not have a receiving ramp on the opposite 

side had to be removed. Liz Stitzel stated she will call INDOT and inquire about it. Grant then gave a quick overview 

of what they wish the Council to approve. They are asking for variances which are generally setback variances, 

buffer yard variances and overall impervious area. Each Council Member was provided with a packet of variance 

requests to review. In the plan there is a 6 ft. fence on the east side of the alley that would be installed from 

setback to setback. They are asking the Council to give them Recommendation of Approval, No Recommendation of 

Approval, or Recommendation of Denial to take to the Board of Zoning Appeals as they will have the final approval. 

Liz Stitzel stated she does not see any notation on the front buffer yard on the west side and that they will need a 

buffer yard variance. Grant responded that they will modify their package. Liz stated that it is fine as she has not 

advertised yet. Jay Moore advises that we keep landscaping at the base of the building at a low height to prevent 

impeding sight from Stowers St. as well as keep building visible. Liz Stitzel advises that the town’s official 

recommendation to the BZA make note that the town is concerned that site lines need to preserved. Melinda Jobe 

made a motion of recommendation of approval to the Board of Zoning Appeals that they approve the plan as 

presented and as modified by discussion to include a buffer yard variance at the west side to preserve clear site 

lines. The motion was supported by Jerry Faucett and carried with the following vote: Melinda Jobe, yes; Jerry 

Faucett, yes; Brent Stetler, yes; Walt Minnick, yes; Jennifer Bowman, opposed. 

WASTEWATER PROJECT – Billy Walker reported that IDEM is wording the NPDES permit based upon the 

construction permit and IDEM regulations. He reported that the three areas of the plant that were originally 
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considered reportable overflow points are now going to be written into the permit based upon how the 

construction permit was written and approved by the engineering department at IDEM. Once written into the 

permit, these three areas will no longer be considered overflow reportable events and will be part of wet weather 

operations. He explained that once they are finished, we will receive a draft of the new NPDES permit that all 

parties involved will get a copy to review. Once it is satisfactory to all parties involved, we will let IDEM know and 

they will send us back a final copy. Billy reported that all testing at the plant has been well below NPDES permit 

regulations. Merrill Bros. has pumped the ponds and he is now waiting on Eco-Infrastructure to vac-jet the 

equalization pipe because it is clogged with old sludge and silt and needs cleaned in order for both ponds to be able 

to be utilized and to satisfy operational design as required by IDEM. He reported that lighting at the waste water 

plant was replaced by LED lights and updated in order to satisfy safety regulations. Billy also advised not paying 

Triad their final payment yet until a couple of issues ongoing at the waste water plant are corrected. A motion was 

made by Melinda Jobe to table the issue of Triad Engineering’s final payment application. Walt Minnick supported 

the motion and it was carried with a unanimous vote.  

WATER PROJECT – Darren Wells gave the following update on the water project: Monthly construction progress 

meetings were held for each contract. Contract #1 Water Treatment Plant – Repaired & tested the below grade 

large aeration/detention tank; poured building addition concrete footers and stem walls. Work will begin to move 

along more quickly now as it now sits at just 6% complete but a lot of time remains to complete this portion of the 

overall project. Contract #2 Elevated Storage Tank Rehabilitation – The project is now substantially complete. The 

interior and exterior of the water tower was painted, tested, re-filled and was put back in service on June 6, 2019. 

The remote alarm of the mixer system was hooked up the morning of June 10, 2019. Billy Walker stated that he has 

a meeting for the start-up schedule on June 13, 2019. Pay application No. 2 is for $135,726.75. A motion was made 

by Melinda Jobe to approve pay application #2 in the amount of $135,726.75 for Central Painting & Sandblasting, 

Inc. The motion was supported by Jerry Faucett and carried with a unanimous vote. Contract #3 Water Distribution 

System Improvements – Most of the water meters/pits have been replaced with approx. 18 left to go. Site 

restoration is ongoing, weather permitting. Pay application No. 4 is for $345,042.96. A motion was made by 

Melinda Jobe to approve pay application #4 in the amount of $345,042.96 for SC Case Excavating. The motion was 

supported by Brent Stetler and carried with a unanimous vote. Four invoices in the amounts of $13,855.00, 

$967.50, $6,000.00 and $2,200.00 for a total of $23,022.50 were submitted for approval to GRW Engineering. 

Melinda Jobe made a motion to approve four invoices totaling $23,022.50 for GRW Engineering. The motion was 

supported by Brent Stetler and carried by a unanimous vote. An invoice for Cornerstone Grants Management, Inc. 

was submitted for approval in the amount of $1,900.00. Melinda Jobe made a motion to approve payment in the 

amount of $1,900.00 to Cornerstone Grants Management. The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and carried 

with a unanimous vote. Darren Wells then reviewed the work that is anticipated to take place in the next period. 

For Contract #1 it is anticipated that site construction will continue at the Water Treatment Plant as well as 

installation of new masonry walls and floor slab. For Contract #2, demobilization and project closeout is anticipated. 

For Contract #3, the water main extension on Adams St. is anticipated to start on Wednesday, June 12, 2019. Then 

fire hydrant replacement will begin. Substantial completion is anticipated by July 8th, 2019 with the entire project, 

including restoration by early August. Jennifer Bowman gave compliments to Central Painting & Sandblasting for 

the courtesy and friendliness they showed while in town. Billy Walker stated that they completed their portion of 

the project ahead of schedule. 

CITIZEN COMPLAINTS – Mike Wallace was present to complain that he would like the Jobe’s rock moved from the 

alley right-of-way. Anitra stated she did not believe it was in the alley and Mike said that Jerry Faucett has seen it 

and took pictures of it. Mike stated that his property is already being flooded because the alley is not graded and 

that their rock is directing traffic onto his property now. He stated that if the town is giving permission for the 

Jobe’s to block the right-of-way on their side of the alley then he feels he should be able to do the same on his side. 
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He wants the Jobe’s to have to keep their stuff on their own surveyed ground and not be able to put their 

landscaping in the right-of-way. He stated if they aren’t made to move their boulder then he is going to start 

putting stuff extending into the alley, too. He stated that Anitra told him that they have the right to drive pay 

loaders and skid steers on his property and stated that Anitra said that if he doesn’t like it that she is going to close 

the alley down. Anitra stated that it was discussed at the last meeting when she wasn’t here because it is what they 

were talking about doing and that as far as the skid steers go, that it was all turned over to the prosecutor’s office 

and that he is welcome to call there and speak to them about it. He also stated that the Jobe’s have their drainage 

pumping straight across the alley onto his property flooding him out and that it is against Indiana State Law and 

wonders why the Indiana State Law doesn’t apply to Kirklin. Melinda Jobe stated that she had not been down there 

to see the boulder again. Mike stated that Jerry and Jennifer had seen it. Liz Stitzel from the Area Plan Commission 

stated that they have no jurisdiction over it. Jerry stated that the rock is sticking out east of the utility pole and that 

the utility pole is about 2 feet into the alley. Jay Moore stated that he believes that the Jobe’s should move the rock 

west of the pole. Mike stated that he wants the same rights as others in the State of Indiana and doesn’t 

understand why he can’t get them and wants equal treatment under the law. Anitra and Jennifer Bowman then left 

to go take a photo of where the rock is. Upon their return, Jennifer reported that the water meter pit was just 

replaced recently at the Jobe’s. After some discussion, it was determined that with the work that was done there 

and all the rain, it could have slid down a few inches. Billy is going to contact the landscaping crew with SC Case to 

ask them to put the rock back up in place. 

PARK BOARD – Patty Quick reported that the Park Board has 3 or 4 things to finish before Kirk’s Crossing. She 

stated that Billy Walker picked up new fan blades for the ceiling fan. Billy stated that they make fan blades for 

outdoor use but that you have to purchase the entire ceiling fan. Patty reported the bathrooms are still the same 

but they have a new plumber now. She stated that she doesn’t believe the previous plumber put in the correct 

seals. She reported that one of the trees at the park will be getting topped and there are also two younger ones. 

She said a 4th one needs to come down because it has some soft spots. Billy has been in contact with Baber Tree 

Service. Other than that they just have some mulching and painting to do but the weather has to cooperate. 

STORMWATER UTILITY BOARD – A replacement for Valerie Pearson was discussed. Jay Moore pointed out that the 

ordinance states that they need three members and that Billy Walker is required to be there but is not a board 

member. Brent Stetler volunteered to be the new member. Melinda Jobe made a motion to appoint Brent Stetler 

to the drainage board. The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and it was carried with a unanimous vote. 

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE TAMPERING WITH WATER METERS – Ordinance #2019-5-1 was read out loud by 

Tara Walker. A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to sign and adopt, on second reading, Ordinance #2019-5-1 

Ordinance Prohibiting the Tampering with Water Meters. The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and carried 

with a unanimous vote.  

ORDINANCE CREATING LIABILITY FOR THE REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF TOWN PROPERTY – Ordinance #2019-5-2 

was read out loud by Tara Walker. Jerry Faucett stated that he thought they decided not to throw this ordinance 

out there. Jay responded that no, that was the other one that Jerry didn’t want that made the property owner 

strictly liable like if a truck ran over it or something like that. Jay stated for this ordinance that you are only 

responsible if you are negligent, reckless or have bad conduct. Jerry responded that once the ground gets leveled 

out that he has several properties that you can’t tell where the meter is at so he hasn’t been mowing around them. 

Jay stated that this ordinance applies to all town property, not just the meters. Jennifer Bowman asked if someone 

reports someone else tearing up town property if it is something we would be able to prove. Jay responded that 

there could always be a problem of proof but if the town believed the person reporting it, we could go to small 

claims court and have a judge decide. Melinda Jobe made a motion to sign and adopt, on second reading, 
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Ordinance #2019-5-2 Ordinance Creating Liability for the Repair or Replacement of Town Property. The motion was 

supported by Walt Minnick and carried with a unanimous vote.  

ORDINANCE DECLARING THE OBSTRUCTION OF TOWN STREETS, ALLEYS & PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY A PUBLIC 

NUISANCE AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY – Ordinance #2019-5-3 was read out loud by Tara Walker. Walt Minnick 

made a motion, on second reading to adopt Ordinance #2019-5-3 Declaring the Obstruction of Town Streets, Alleys 

& Public Rights of Way a Public Nuisance Affecting Peace and Safety. The motion was supported by Melinda Jobe 

and it was carried with a unanimous vote. 

KIRKLIN MAIN STREET DISTRICT DESIGNATION RESOLUTION – Resolution #2019-6-1 was read out loud by Tara 

Walker. A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to adopt the Kirklin Main Street District Designation Resolution 

#2019-6-1  . The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and carried with a unanimous vote. 

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING GENERAL DESIGN GUIDELINES WITHIN THE KIRKLIN MAIN STREET DISTRICT – 

Ordinance #2019-6-2 was read out loud by Tara Walker. A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve, on first 

reading, Ordinance #2019-6-2 Ordinance Establishing General Design Guidelines Within the Kirklin Main Street 

District. The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and it carried with a unanimous vote. Melinda Jobe made a 

motion to suspend the rules and pass Ordinance #2019-6-2 Ordinance Establishing General Design Guidelines 

Within the Kirklin Main Street District on the second and final reading. The motion was supported by Walt Minnick 

and was carried with a unanimous vote. A motion to sign and adopt, on final reading, #2019-6-2 Ordinance 

Establishing General Design Guidelines Within the Kirklin Main Street District, was made by Melinda Jobe. The 

motion was supported by Brent Stetler and it was carried with a unanimous vote. 

FIBERHAWK PHONE AND INTERNET SERVICE – The council discussed switching our current phone service and 

internet to Fiberhawk from AT & T for Town Hall and the WWTP. The cost includes a one-time charge of $1235.00 

for new phones, equipment and startup fees. The monthly fee is $164.70 which includes reduced service rates & 

free internet and battery backup for Town Hall and the WWTP whereas currently the town is paying approx. 

$336.00 per month with AT & T which does not include battery backup nor service at the WWTP. Billy Walker 

stated that the internet service at the water treatment plant will hook directly to the control panel and that 

Aeromod in Kansas will be able to troubleshoot and diagnose problems more easily. Jennifer Bowman’s only 

concern is if Fiberhawk has IP addresses for us or if there would be a delay since it’s been said that they have run 

out of them for now. Melinda Jobe made a motion to proceed with the Fiberhawk contingent upon them having 

enough ISP addresses for the town and before we disconnect our AT & T account. The motion was supported by 

Jennifer Bowman and it was carried by a unanimous vote.  

HEALTH INSURANCE – Walt stated that after talking with Mary King, Anthem is the only one that submitted a bid. 

After a discussion, Melinda Jobe made a motion to accept Proposed Plan 1 in the amount of $1,479.39. The motion 

was supported by Walt Minnick and it carried with a unanimous vote. Dental insurance was also discussed for Billy 

Walker and his spouse.  Melinda Jobe would like Tara to check to see if Mary can split the $71.87 cost monthly for 

dental with the town paying half of it and the employee, Billy Walker, paying half of it. She stated she is making a 

motion for it in this meeting but if it cannot be done that way, the council can revisit the issue during the meeting 

at the end of June. Melinda Jobe made a motion to choose Delta Dental PPO policy in the amount of $71.87 and the 

town pay half. The motion was supported by Jerry Faucett and carried with a unanimous vote.  

GRADY BROTHERS INVOICE– Melinda Jobe made a motion to pay Grady Bros. $98,996.93 for their paving project. 

Jerry Faucett questioned whether Grady Bros. was planning on coming back and picking up the chunks of asphalt 

they left alongside the road. He recommended the council wait to pay them until they cleaned it up. Billy Walker 

agreed that they did leave it a little rough on the west side of the last block on N. Ohio St. and they should dress it 

up. Melinda Jobe stated she was not aware of it and rescinded her motion. She instead suggested the council table 
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the motion until the next meeting if the issue is resolved. Billy Walker stated that he would notify Grady Bros. 

tomorrow about the issue. 

ELITE FINISHING – Billy Walker explained that this company installed the rain gutters on the maintenance building. 

He stated that Bone Dry Roofing gave us a quote for gutters on Town Hall for just over $2400. He asked Elite 

Finishing to give us a quote as well to see if the council would be interested in getting gutters since we just got a 

new roof. The quote from Elite Finishing is $2060.00. Jerry Faucett stated he thinks it is a good price. Melinda Jobe 

made a motion to accept and approve Elite Finishing’s estimate for rain gutters in the amount of $2,060.00. The 

motion was supported by Brent Stetler and it carried with a unanimous vote. 

UTILITIES – Billy Walker reported that the water tower was put back in service on June 8th, 2019. One water leak 

was fixed at 108 W. Jefferson St. He reported that construction at the water plant is going slow but major progress 

is expected in the new few weeks. The meter change-out program is nearly complete with roughly 15 remaining. He 

is hoping to have a package ready to submit for a storm water grant next year to make improvements. He is 

working on another Community Crossings grant package and should have it ready by the July council meeting. He 

and Drew are working on alleys as weather and time allows. He reported that the Kirklin Church paid for Maureen 

Bennett’s sidewalk in front of her house, and Metzinger Construction put it in, but did not backfill along the edges. 

Maureen has been complaining about it and Billy stated that he will contact Brent Metzinger to see if he will come 

back out and put in some fill dirt.  

 

WATER PROJECT INVOICES – A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the invoice from Utility Pipe Sales in 

the amount of $18,900.00.  The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and it carried with a unanimous vote. A 

motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the invoice from Utility Pipe Sales in the amount of $862.34. The 

motion was supported by Walt Minnick and it carried with a unanimous vote. A motion was made by Melinda Jobe 

to approve the invoice from Utility Supply Company in the amount of $880.28. The motion was supported by 

Jennifer Bowman and carried with a unanimous vote. A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve three 

invoices from Utility Pipe Sales in the amounts of $607.76, $316.03 and $85.38. The motion was supported by 

Jennifer Bowman and carried with a unanimous vote. 

TOWN MARSHAL – Anitra McKinney presented an application from Ronald Blackwell for a part-time Deputy 

Marshal. He currently is a part-time Deputy Marshal for Mulberry as well as a security officer for IU Health. He 

wishes to stay at his current part-time positions but can work every Wednesday and Thursday for Kirklin during the 

day as well as possibly Fridays and the occasional Saturday. Melinda Jobe made a motion for Anitra to be able to 

hire Ronald Blackwell, subject to passing his required physical and drug screen, for a part-time Deputy position. The 

motion was supported by Jennifer Bowman and carried with a unanimous vote. Anitra reported that she had 

emailed a list of names to the council for ordinance violations. Jerry Faucett stated that he could not catch anyone 

at home except for someone on S. Ohio St. None of the other council had tried to contact anyone on the list. 

Jennifer Bowman feels that Anitra sending them a letter would be fine, but Jerry stated that he was trying to not 

create friction. Jennifer also stated that the trailer behind the Christian Church belonging to Greg Brandenburg at 

307 E. Clay St. is a mess. Billy Walker reported a vacant lot with 4 or 5 cars on it at 103 E. Adams St. Jerry Faucett 

stated that he owns the property but does not live there. He stated they are his renters’ vehicles. Jerry stated that 

he will talk to Paul Harvey, Jr. about them. Jerry brought up that he liked Jay’s idea of having Liz Stitzel do aerial 

shots. Jay explained that they look at prior vs. current photos. After some discussion, it was decided to have Anitra 

begin reporting violations to Liz Stitzel at the Area Plan Commission and letting her take care of them. Billy Walker 

stated that there are some lots in town that need to be mowed. They are 108 W. Clay St., empty lots on the south 

side of E. Adams St., 308 N. Perry St. and 507 N. Ohio St. Walt stated that there have been several complaints about 

golf carts and asked Anitra what she has found out. She responded that she has not found out who it is yet. Jerry 
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stated that the festival is coming up and there is a guy who brings golf carts to town that doesn’t have permits for 

them and he doesn’t pay a fee. Jay Moore stated that if he is allowed to bring them to town that he should have to 

pay a fee to the festival as well as provide proof of insurance as well as proof of insurance that covers the Town. He 

should also pay a golf cart fee. Melinda Jobe stated that she will contact Bethany Perlee regarding this issue. 

LEAK ADJUSTMENTS – A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the following leak adjustments: Marvin 

Henry water $218.90 + sewer $325.97 = $544.87; Sandra Price water $20.83 + sewer $51.30 = $72.13; Carla Gant 

(pool fill) sewer only $133.59; Deborah Keller water $45.99 + sewer $98.74 = $144.73; Trish Bray water $29.95 + 

sewer $62.07 = $92.02. The motion was supported by Jerry Faucett and carried with a unanimous vote. Melinda 

Jobe noticed that some had made notations on their adjustment application that they believe their leak could have 

been related to their meter change. Billy Walker stated that every issue that was brought up was turned over to the 

job inspector and project foreman who then checked on every issue reported to them. Billy stated that he has had 

numerous conversations with the contractor regarding making sure to turn water on slowly.  

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION PUBLIC HEARING – An additional appropriation public hearing is necessary to cover 

the increased hydrant rental fees. Walt Minnick made a motion to approve scheduling an Additional Appropriation 

Public Hearing for July 8, 2019 which will be held during the regular council meeting. The motion was supported by 

Melinda Jobe and it carried with a unanimous vote. 

COUNCIL REPORTS – The following items were provided to the Council prior to the meeting: Fund, Revenue & 

Appropriation Reports, & the Billing Adjustment Register for month ending May 31, 2019. The current Register of 

Claims was given to the Town Council for review as well. The Register of Claims and the Billing Adjustment Register 

were signed by all Council Members.  

RECONCILED BANK STATEMENTS – Reconciled Bank Statements for month ending May 31, 2019 were given to the 

Council for review and signed by Walt Minnick. 

JEFFERSON KIRKLIN, LLC – A copy of the lease with Jefferson Kirklin, LLC for the empty Lots 93 and 94 in the Original 

Plat of the Town of Kirklin located next to 108 W. Jefferson St. was provided to the council members. Billy Walker 

stated that he will finish putting chips in the back half of the property. Jay Moore stated that Chip Mann will be at 

the next meeting to discuss it. The Town will be responsible for insurance on the property. Jay Moore emailed Mary 

King a form that he believes will exempt the town from paying taxes on it since it will be used by town government 

for a parking area. Jay set it up that the lease would start on July 1, 2019 and have a term of five years. The council 

delayed the issue until the next meeting at the end of June. 

Seeing no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:31 p.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Walt Minnick 

 

 

 


