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The regular meeting of the Kirklin Town Council was held on Monday, March 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm at Kirklin Town 
Hall. 

On the call of the roll, the following Council Members were present:  Jennifer Bowman, Jerry Faucett, Melinda Jobe, 
Walt Minnick, & Brent Stetler. 

Also present were Chris Ragsdale, Billy Walker, Brendon Bright, Mark Timmons, Patricia Quick, Jay Moore, and Mary 
King. 

The meeting was opened by Walt Minnick and he led the Pledge of Allegiance and a prayer. 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION PUBLIC HEARING – The Public Hearing was opened & Mary King read the proposed 
Additional Appropriation Resolution #2020-3-1 for the MVH Fund in the amount of $20,000.00.  Walt Minnick then 
asked for any comments or questions from those in attendance.  There were no comments or questions from those 
in attendance or Council Members.  A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the Additional Appropriation 
Resolution #2020-3-1 for MVH in the amount of $20,000.00.  The motion was supported by Jennifer Bowman and 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

MINUTES – A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the Minutes from the meeting held on February 10, 
2020 as written.  The motion was supported by Walt Minnick and carried by a unanimous vote. 

VARIANCE REQUEST 405 N PERRY STREET– Chris Ragsdale was in attendance to request that the Town Council 
send a favorable recommendation to the Area Plan Commission for his Petition to approve a requested setback 
from the rear of his property of 8 ft.  The setback requirement is 25 ft. from the right-of-way for an attached 
garage.  Mr. Ragsdale is requesting a 17 ft. variance.  Melinda Jobe commented that Chris takes very good care of 
his property.  After a review of the application, a motion was made by Melinda Jobe to send a letter or favorable 
recommendation to the Area Plan Commission to approve the variance request to reduce the setback from the 
rear, and allow the 17 ft. variance requested by Chris Ragsdale for his garage.  The motion was supported by Walt 
Minnick and carried with a unanimous vote. 

AREA PLAN COMMISSION - Mark Timmons came to the meeting to represent the Area Plan Commission as the 
quarterly meeting attendance person.  He presented the Council with a report compiling 2019 permits issued, 
violations, Board of Zoning appeals for the county as well as APC Hearings, BZA Hearings, building permits, and 
enforcements for the Town of Kirklin.  Jerry Faucett said that he has received complaints about the property north 
of the Park.  Jay Moore reported that a letter has been sent to the owner of the property by the Area Plan 
Commission.  Jay knows this because he received a copy of the letter.   The complaint is that they are operating a 
business and the property isn’t zoned for it.  Jerry Faucett stated that he had opposed the sale of the Ross Street 
property and voted against it when the Council voted to sell the property.  There are newly installed concrete 
barriers blocking the town’s right of way access which should run along the old fence line to the west of the 
property that the town sold.  It was discussed that it was in the agreement that the buyer of the property would put 
in a drive, at their expense, so the town could still access property still owned by the town.  Jay Moore requested 
for the Clerk-Treasurer to provide him a copy of the contract.  Billy Walker reported that he has been dealing with 
the same person concerning the covering up of a storm drain in the town’s right-of-way on Ross Street.  Billy 
thought that they had agreed on what needed to be done, but the property owner decided to consult with his 
attorney.  It has been brought to the attention of Jerry Faucett that there may be a bathroom in the barn located on 
the property, and that the connection may be to a storm drain.  Mary King reported that someone had contacted 
the Area Plan Commission or Health Department a few months ago about the issue, but she had not heard anything 
further.  Mary King was instructed to check with the APC to see if a restroom was included on the building permit 
application and to follow up with Rodney Wann at the Clinton County Health Department.  Mark Timmons was 
going to follow up with Mr. Wann as well. 
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WATER PROJECT – Billy Walker reported that all the crews were finished at the water plant and have been for 
about two weeks.  A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to pay the final pay application from Graves Construction in 
the amount of $123,109.02 and GRW Engineering in the amount of $1,000.00.  The motion was supported by Brent 
Stetler and carried with a unanimous vote. 

STREETSCAPE PROJECT – A grant modification has been approved by OCRA to extend the bid opening date to June 
4, 2020.  Survey work has been done and engineering design continues.   

PARK & RECREATION – The Council reviewed an ordinance prepared by Jay Moore that would correct the IC code 
listed in the original ordinance.  The Council discussed removing the requirement of the Library Board appointing a 
Park Board Member and removing the political party requirement from the ordinance.  Mary King also had found 
an amendment to the original ordinance which would need to be referred to in a new ordinance.  Jay will make the 
changes and bring a new ordinance to the next meeting.  Patty Quick reported that the Park Board was meeting 
next Monday, and they are getting ready for the Easter Egg Hunt.   They are currently working on some issues with 
the ball diamonds.   

SPEED LIMIT CHANGES – Mary King reported that she had been notified by INDOT that speed limit changes would 
be coming.  The most significant changes will be coming in from the west on Hwy. #38 (W. Jefferson Street) and 
coming from the north on Hwy. #421.  The speed limit will drop down to 30 mph at Elizaville Road coming into town 
from the east.  From the north on Hwy. # 421, the speed limit will drop to 30 mph at Stowers Street.   

STORMWATER UTILITY BOARD – Mary King explained that the original estimate from Granite Inliner that was 
approved by the Council to install CIPP was for $19,230.00.  Granite Inliner had to install an additional 5’ at a cost of 
$915.00.  A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve the invoice from Granite Inliner for $20,145.00.  Jerry 
Faucett supported the motion and it was carried with a unanimous vote. 

UTILITY DEPARTMENT – Billy Walker provided the Town Council with a written report prior to the meeting.  
Highlights of that report include:  1) All warranty issues at the WWTP have been fixed. 2) One complaint about 
water quality was received this month.  Billy flushed the hydrant in front of the house, and it remedied the issue. 3) 
Billy and Drew have been patching potholes. 4) The stormwater project at N. Main and Clay is complete. 5) Billy will 
attend training in French Lick March 18th & 19th. 6) Billy and Drew have finished inventorying for water, wastewater, 
storm, and street departments.  Billy reported that we have a generator that is no longer needed since part of the 
water project included a new one.  He asked what the Council wanted to do with the generator.  After discussion, a 
motion as made by Melinda Jobe to sell the generator on Govdeals, with reserve.  The motion was supported by 
Brent Stetler and carried with a unanimous vote. 

MARSHAL DEPARTMENT – Brendon Bright was in attendance to speak with the Council about the Town Marshal 
position.  The position is now open since Ron Blackwell accepted another job close to where he plans to move.  
Walt Minnick reported that Ron’s last day of work was Friday.  He turned in all the equipment he had been issued 
today.  Brendon introduced himself and explained that he has been with the Clinton County Sheriff’s Office for 17 
1/2 years and is nearing the age that he can retire.  He is interested in a part-time position and may be interested in 
a full-time position in the future if it can be budgeted.  There may be another person interested in the position as 
well.  The Council agreed to hold interviews with both candidates on Monday, March 16, 2020 beginning at 7:00 
pm.  Walt Minnick reported that the Charger is in the shop being marked and that it should be ready in a couple of 
weeks. 

CLERK-TREASURER – Mary King presented Write-Off Resolution #2020-3-3.  The Resolution was for receipting back 
in any checks that had been outstanding for more than two years.  Jennifer Bowman can obtain the address of the 
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person the check belonged to and will provide it to the Clerk-Treasurer.  Mary King explained that the resolution 
would still need to be adopted and a new check issued since they must be cashed within 2 years of issue or they are 
void.  A motion was made by Melinda Jobe to approve Write-off Resolution #2020-3-3.  The motion was supported 
by Walt Minnick and carried with a unanimous vote.  Mary King provided the Council with the following reports 
prior to the Council meeting:  Fund, Appropriation, Revenue Reports through Feb. 29, 2020, Register of Claims, & 
Billing Adjustment Register prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the Council concerning the reports. 
The Register of Claims and Billing Adjustment Register were approved and signed by all Council Members.  
Reconciled bank statements for month ending February 29, 2020 were presented and reviewed by the Council and 
signed by Walt Minnick. 

LEAK ADJUSTMENTS – A motion was made by Jerry Faucett to approve leak adjustments in the following amounts:  
Ramee Collins $380.63, Carlie Faucett $108.75, Austin Baker $57.25, and a carryover leak adjustment for Greg 
Henderson $68.81.  The motion was supported by Brent Stetler and carried with a unanimous vote. 

FENCE COMPLAINT – Melinda Jobe said that she had received complaints that the Dollar General fence has the 
good side of the fence facing the store.  Mark Timmons said that he thinks that they were notified a couple of 
weeks ago about it and that their plan is to make it a shadow box approach so that both sides look good.  Jerry said 
that he had spoken with the contractor and recommended that he just put the same type fence on the other side.  
Mark Timmons suggested that we follow up with APC to be sure.  Melinda Jobe also asked Billy if he was ok with 
the alley as it is, and he said that he was.   

FIREWORKS – Our insurance agent suggested that we require the town being added as an additional insured for the 
fireworks during Kirk’s Crossing and the private 4th of July fireworks.  Brent Metzinger will set both off on his private 
property and he is licensed and insured.  Our insurance agent said that being added as an additional insured is 
cheaper than a separate policy and if it was an issue, the town should consider paying the difference in premium.  
Jay wasn’t sure that the town needs to be added as an additional insured if the fireworks are on private property.    
Jerry Faucett and Brent Stetler have both been contacted by an individual who would like to block off the street and 
set off fireworks on a date after July 4th.  Jay said if they are setting fireworks off on town property, they do need 
insurance and the town would have to be named as an additional insured.  Jay reviewed the State Statute and our 
local ordinance.  The issue was tabled. 

WATER DECLINING RATE – Jennifer Bowman asked that the Council to consider doing something to help the 
customers who use large amounts of water.  Mary King said that adopting a declining rate for the water for 
extremely high users could be a possibility and could be set high enough and would only affect businesses that use 
extremely large amounts of water.  It’s hard to attract businesses when the cost of services are so high.  The sewer 
department already has a declining rate, the more you use the less it costs per gallon.  Jerry Faucett said that if we 
were to do that, we need to reduce the minimum bill too.  Billy said that it costs more to produce water than to 
treat the wastewater and that the flow going through the Wastewater Treatment Plant can be regulated, whereas 
the flow through the Water Plant is based on usage.  Jennifer said to just forget the issue. 

Seeing no further business to come before the Town Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Walt Minnick 
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A special called meeting of the Kirklin Town Council was held on Monday, March 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Kirklin 
Town Hall.  The purpose of the meeting was to interview candidates for the Town Marshal position. 

Council Members present were Jennifer Bowman, Jerry Faucett, Melinda Jobe, Walt Minnick, and Brent Stetler.   

Also present were Brandon Bright and Mary King 

INTERVIEW – The Council held an interview with Brandon Bright for the position of Town Marshal.  Brandon said 
that if the Council would allow him to hire another Deputy it would help a great deal since it could be difficult for 
him to get the weekly required hours in.  The Council agreed that if Brandon had someone willing to work, they 
would be fine with that.  Following the interview, a motion was made by Jerry Faucett to hire Brandon Bright 
subject to him accepting the position and passing a drug screen and physical.  The motion was supported by 
Melinda Jobe and carried with a unanimous vote. 

 

COVID-19 EMERGENCY – Due to the current COVID-19 emergency being declared, a motion was made by Brent 
Stetler to delay shutting off any utility services this month and the Council will revisit the issue next month.  Jerry 
Faucett supported the motion and it was carried with a unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

 

______________________________ 

Walt Minnick 

 

  

 


